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<abstract>

Rethinking of ‘subjective construal’ and ‘objective construal’
from the viewpoint of ba

OTSUKA Masayuki (Waseda University)
OKA Tomoyuki (Tokyo Gakugei University)

The framework of ‘subjective’ and ‘objective’ began as the dualism of modern science
originated in Descartes. This framework is also based on the paradigm of ‘causal relationship of
entities’ originated in Newton’s dynamics. However, this dualism was doubted in 20t century
by the principle of relativity or the quantum field theory, and those new approaches suggest that
all the physical phenomena be understood as the interaction in ba. ‘Subject’ and ‘object’ have also
been understood as the interaction in ba. Ba means place, where human beings and entities
interact each other.

In this article, we revisit ‘subjective construal’ and ‘objective construal’, and propose to
redefine them as ‘inside the ba construal’ and ‘outside the ba construal’.

One problem of the term ‘subjective construal’ lies in the egocentric view derived from
Langacker’s discussion on ‘subjectification’. Based on Langacker’s theory, Ikegami (2004)
claims that Japanese language is subjective and egocentric, which appears to be
counter-intuitive to Japanese speakers. Let us discuss the following example. A Japanese says
‘Samui-né and the addressee answers ‘Samui-né. This would be translated in English as ‘Are
you also cold, aren’t you? ‘Yes, I am also cold.” ‘Samui’(be cold) in Japanese implies cold
condition of ‘here and now’ rather than persons’ sensation. It could be justified by the fact that
Japanese people do not say , ¢ Watashi wa samur (I am cold), ‘Anata wa samui.’ (You are cold). In
other words, Japanese speakers do not refer to the first or the second person pronouns.
Japanese people exchange feelings of being in the same ba. There is no opposition of the
speaker and the addressee. This is the prototypical ‘inside the ba construal’. In this situation,
this Japanese dialog is neither subjective nor egocentric. While, in the same situation, in
English speakers would say ‘I am cold’ and ‘You are cold’ with first or second person pronouns.
That is, the speaker has to stand outside of ba. That construal is prototypical ‘outside of the ba
construal.’ Then speaker is located outside of ba, and observes the situation from his egocentric
view.

In conclusion, we propose the paradigm shift also in the linguistic world from the paradigm
of ‘causal relationship of entities’ and the dualism of ‘subjective’ and ‘objective’ to the paradigm

of the interaction in the ba, that is, linguistics of ba.
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