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International exchange retreat (July 2015; Tateyama, Chiba)

03. International Exchange Activities and International Student Support

The International Student Exchange Center sponsors
various activities to promote interactions between in-
ternational and local students. In 2015 we collaborated
with Gakugei Cafeteria to hold lectures over lunchtime
which we called the European Café (Mondays), the
Asian Café (Thursdays) and the International Exchange
Café (Fridays). While short, lunchtime was meaningfully
and enjoyably spent with international and Japanese
students introducing everyone to the places they came
from, raising topics for discussion and playing games.
Extracurricular activities were held, including walks in
the spring, trips to look at the autumn leaves, the World
Café at which New Year’s foods of the world were en-
joyed, and there is always a party to celebrate the end
of the semester. Last year’s international exchange re-
treat was held in Tateyama, Chiba in July, with 33 stu-

dents attending.

In addition, starting in 2014, during the spring se-
mester a café lecture series (Tuesdays) called “School
Education and Culture Abroad” has been cosponsored
with the Gakugei Cafeteria which takes place once a
week 8-10 times. In this series teacher training program
students of various nationalities introduce their home
countries, and talk about things like their career expe-
riences and what their schools are like. The question
and answer sessions have provided Japanese and inter-
national students to have an enjoyable time exchanging
ideas.

To support international students with opportunities
for Japanese language assistance and conversational
practice, every semester the “International Student
Support Room” is open during first period on Mondays,

Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.
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04. Collaborations with Schools and the Local Community

The International Student Exchange Center has a
long history of three elementary shcools affiliated with
the university to provide international exchange class-
es. These classes are part of programs and courses
designed to meet each school’s goals for international
exchange. In the autumn semester of 2015, 20 Japanese
studies students twice held exchange classes at Koganei
Elementary School, 12 Japanese level-3 “General Stud-
ies” students twice held classes at Oizumi Elementary
School, and 15 teacher training program students and
10 international student exchange program (ISEP) stu-
dents held classes once at Takehaya Elementary School.
At all of the schools, the international students tried to

come up with simple ways to introduce their language
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On Saturday July 11, 2015, Ms. CUI Xiang, an inter-
national student from China who is in Tokyo Gakugei
University’s Japanese Studies Program (second from
the left in the front row of the picture) won the Judges’
Special Award in the 3rd Japanese Speech Contest of
Koganei city. The subject of Ms. Cui’s speech was “Ima

o Taisetsu ni” (Treasuring Now), in which she talked

and culture to the children. In addition, the students of
the Center were invited by Koganei The Fourth Elemen-
tary School (not affiliated with the university) to attend
their children’s festival on June 19th. Ten students
(including research students, Japanese studies program
students, and international exchange students) attend-
ed.

Every year, Japanese studies program students have
opportunities for “Special Seminar”, including visits to
traditional arts facilities in neighboring communities
and workshops in those arts. On May 27, 2015, Mr.Ebi-
hara of the sweet shop Kameya in Shin-Koganei gave a

workshop on making Japanese sweets.

about how young people use smart phones. The contest

is sponsored by Koganei city and supported by the In-
ternational Student Exchange Center of Tokyo Gakugei
University and the International Center of Tokyo Uni-

versity of Agriculture and Technology.
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Visiting a school for Brazlian students in Oizumi, Gunma

01. The Introduction of Multicultural Courses

Starting in 2015, four cross-departmental “multicul-
tural courses” in which Japanese and international
students study together were introduced into the curric-
ulum. The four courses are: Cross-Cultural Understand-
ing and Communication (Course A) and Languages and
Cultures of the World (Course C) in the spring semester
and Multicultural Societies and Communication (Course
B) and Peoples and Cultures of the World (Course D) in
the autumn semester.

In Courses A and B a variety of extracurricular ac-
tivities complemented classwork, including study tours
of a Korean college and of Brazil Town in the town
of Oizumi in Gunma Prefecture. This course provided

students with an opportunity to develop their study of

multiculturalism in societies through presentations on
a theme of interest. In Course C, students were divided
into groups based on their linguistic group and each
group presented the basic facts concerning their lan-
guage’s history, dialects, and writing system and about
cultural customs, such as how the people are named.
The presentations included opportunities for discus-
sion. In Course D students chose four themes for study:
refugees, education, gender, and food and each group
researched, presented and led discussions on one of
the topics. At the end of the autumn semester a retreat
for cross-cultural exchange was held principally for the
Japanese and international students in the multicultural

courses.
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02. Japanese Language Classes for All International Students

The International Student Exchange Center provides
53 Japanese language classes in the spring semester and
54 in the autumn semester. Classes are provided in 5
levels, from level 5 (introductory) to level 1 (advanced).
There are a large variety of classes: basic language
knowledge classes, such as grammar and kanji (Chinese
characters used in Japanese writing); skills classes such
as composition, reading and conversation; learning me-
dium-based classes such as “Learning Japanese from
Novels” and “Learning Japanese from Manga (Japanese
comics)”, classes for special contexts such as Business
Japanese and “Projects” in which students learn by
studying together with Japanese students. Approximate-
ly 140 international students are enrolled taking, on

average, 5-7 Japanese language classes each.

Students with experience studying Japanese take a
placement test and are assigned to classes for levels 4
to 1. In the 2015 spring semester about 130 students
took the placement test and in the autumn semester
about 140. The majority of students in Japanese level 5
classes are government-sponsored research students or
teacher training program students with no experience
learning Japanese. They study the Japanese language
intensively from the first through third periods (8:50
a.m.- 2:30 p.m.) everyday in order to be able to engage

in research from the second semester.
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01. The Introduction of Multicultural Courses

Starting in 2015, four cross-departmental “multicul-
tural courses” in which Japanese and international
students study together were introduced into the curric-
ulum. The four courses are: Cross-Cultural Understand-
ing and Communication (Course A) and Languages and
Cultures of the World (Course C) in the spring semester
and Multicultural Societies and Communication (Course
B) and Peoples and Cultures of the World (Course D) in
the autumn semester.

In Courses A and B a variety of extracurricular ac-
tivities complemented classwork, including study tours
of a Korean college and of Brazil Town in the town
of Oizumi in Gunma Prefecture. This course provided

students with an opportunity to develop their study of

multiculturalism in societies through presentations on
a theme of interest. In Course C, students were divided
into groups based on their linguistic group and each
group presented the basic facts concerning their lan-
guage’s history, dialects, and writing system and about
cultural customs, such as how the people are named.
The presentations included opportunities for discus-
sion. In Course D students chose four themes for study:
refugees, education, gender, and food and each group
researched, presented and led discussions on one of
the topics. At the end of the autumn semester a retreat
for cross-cultural exchange was held principally for the
Japanese and international students in the multicultural

courses.
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The International Student Exchange Center offers Japanese-language preparatory education
and Japanese studies classes to international students, provides counseling and advice related
to both academics and everyday living, and investigates best practices in education.

Tokyo Gakugei University (TGU) currently has academic and student exchange agreements
with 61 universities overseas, and about 300 international students are studying at our
campus. The Center organizes activities for international students - such as visits to traditional
arts facilities and study tours - and promotes interactions between international students,
Japanese students and the local community.
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Japanese Language
Education Section
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Japanese Studies
Education Section
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The section offers around sixty different Japanese language classes (for Japanese language
education and Japanese language preparatory education) each semester, from beginning to
advanced levels.
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Japanese Studies Courses in this section are conducted in English as well as in Japanese.
The classes in English are conducted as part of the International Student Exchange Program
(ISEP).

B¥t+ v 4—F Director % 18 Prof. # BEF Machiko Tsubaki
% 8 Prof. @ %2 Tomoyuki Oka
EATRHEHM S . -
Japanese Studies Education Section | /E5@% Assoc. Prof. | R Ky Shino Arisawa
# 5 Lecturer k{8 %TF Eiko Saeki
A . -
?f:,fmg Staff # 2 Prof. %% 3AF Hiroko Yabe
BABERESM # 12 Prof. 7 $68 Yoshio Saito
Japanese Language Education Section | # 48 Prof. BE ¢4 Megumi Shimada

#%I% Assoc. Prof. | ¥ H# Harling Hui

Ei5EY Administrative Section
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International Division
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The administrative organization is set up to cooperate closely with the International Student
Exchange Center.





