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OTOMO, K.; Characteristics of Elementary School Children with Difficulties with Language who Receive Language
Intervention in Resource Rooms: Results of LCSA and a Survey of Resource Room Teachers. ISSN 1349-9580

Elementary school children with difficulties with language in regular schools may attend resource rooms for
language intervention. This study aimed at characterizing the language and communication of 68 children who received
language intervention in resource rooms by administering LCSA (the Language and Communication Scale for School-
Age Children) and a questionnaire to resource room teachers. The study also investigated the resource room teachers’
perception of the influence of the children’s language difficulties in their academic achievement and school adaptation.
The LCSA index scores ranged from 57 to over 100, indicating large individual differences in the level of language
development. Comparisons between the upper and lower score groups showed that the overall levels of language
development were associated with teacher-assessed difficulty, as significant intergroup differences were observed in
several areas, such as auditory comprehension, vocabulary, verbal expression, reading, and communication. The areas
in which the teachers perceived difficulty were found to correlate with comparatively low scores on multiple LCSA
subtests. The linguistic characteristics of children were considered to affect general academic performance as well as
their motivation to learn, relationships with friends, and school life in general. The results indicated the importance of

approaching multiple aspects of language and communication when teaching children with language delays.
KEY WORDS : Difficulties with Language, School, Academic Achievement, Resource Room
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