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This study reviewed international trends in inclusive education, and the promotion of inclusive education in Japan

regarding the education of children with disabilities. It also refered the efforts of Western countries to consider the future

promotion of inclusive education in Japan. Even before the Salamanca Statement in 1994, which is said to be the first

explicit statement of inclusive education internationally, there were international movements on children’s rights.This

statement triggered the spread of the ideas of inclusion and inclusive education, which was followed by the adoption

of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in 2006 and the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) in 2015, pledging to “leave no one behind”. In Japan, education for children with disabilities has a long history.

In preparation for the ratification of the CRPD, the concept of an “inclusive education system for building a cohesive

society” was formulated. This study reviewed the efforts of inclusive education in Italy, the Netherlands, and the United

States, and each country has developed the approach in its own way. Each country needs to pursue inclusive education

in its own context. In Japan, in the context of inclusive education, discussions often focus on the education of children

with “disabilities”. However, it is necessary to consider how to meet diverse educational needs that are not limited to

“disabilities”, in line with the concept of the social model, and with reference to the efforts of other countries as well as

Western countries.
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