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and SUGIOKA, C.; Developmental Changes in Young Children’s Ability to Predict and Infer Situations: 4 Qualitative
Analysis Using the LC-R Scale. ISSN 2759-4858

Young children’s ability to comprehend situations, predict emotions or actions, and infer their causes is critical in
developing verbal expression and communication skills. This study examined developmental changes in these abilities
by administering the revised LC-R Language and Communication Developmental Scale to 126 children aged 2 years and
6 months to 6 years and 10 months. The study focused on responses to Task 45: Understanding Situational Pictures (1)
— Prediction and Task 59: Understanding Situational Pictures (2) — Inference. Verbal responses were categorized, and the
developmental progression of the content corresponding to each category was qualitatively analyzed by age group. The
study also compared the accuracy of verbal responses to the accuracy of responses to more straightforward situational
understanding questions, highlighting the increased difficulty of expressing predictions and inferences verbally. Findings
revealed developmental patterns in children’s ability to predict and infer situations and their challenges in articulating

these understandings.
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